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T R A I L S
Connecting Communities: Frankfort, Frankfort Township, Frankfort Square, Mokena, Orland Park and Tinley Park
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VOLUNTEERS: A GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY

At the Frankfort Township Food Pantry, volunteer Josephine Ronsick is known for her reliability.
She’s at the Pantry every Monday, like clockwork. She’s always on time, and when she arrives,
she goes straight to work.
“She’d dependable,” said Jodi Gallagher-Dilling,
Director of the Food Pantry.
Ronsick, 79, of Mokena, is just one of the many
volunteers who generously give their time to the
Frankfort Township community. They make the area
a better place to live, one selfless act at a time.
Ronsick began volunteering at the Food Pantry in
2010 after seeing an advertisement in a local newspaper. “They showed me around and I have been here

ever since,” she said.
Besides her Food Pantry work, Ronsick assists
Gallagher-Dilling with the Boomer activities and parties. “She knows how things run around here and she
never minds helping. She is a nice, kind lady,”
Gallagher-Dilling said.
Like many of the other volunteers, Ronsick said
she really enjoys
the people who
work with her.
“It’s a great
group. We have
our fun along
with
work,”
Ronsick said.

H AV E A H O L LY J O L LY G O O D T I M E W I T H F R A N K F O R T T O W N S H I P

It’s time to eat, drink and be merry.
Frankfort Township is hosting two Christmas parties this month. One is for young people, the other is
for the young at heart.
The Township’s annual Lunch with Santa for children who are 12 years old or younger will be from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, December 13. It’s at a
new location this year: the Township’s Event Centre,
20701 Landings Pointe, Frankfort. Reservations are
being accepted until Friday, December 5. To reserve your tickets, call (815) 469-4907.
Tickets for the event are $5 each, and an 11:30
a.m. lunch is included. The proceeds will benefit the
Frankfort Township Food Pantry. The Jolly Old Elf is
looking forward to posing for photographs with your
little ones, so make sure that you remember to bring

your camera and take plenty of pictures.
Frankfort Township’s Boomers will have their
party on Wednesday, December 17, beginning at 5
p.m. at CD&ME, 23320 S. LaGrange Road, Frankfort. Tickets are $20 per person and include a delightful dinner from Gatto’s restaurant. Bring a gift valued
at $10 or less and be part of the gift exchange. Donate
a non-perishable food item to the Food Pantry and
you’ll receive a free
ticket to one of the
fabulous raffles.
Johnny Gray will
provide the entertainment. Call (815) 8062766 to reserve a
place at the party.
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THE L INCO LNWAY TRAN SITI ON HO USE LEARN S A BO UT WI LL - RIDE

At the Lincoln-Way Transition House, young
adults with special needs learn how to make the move
from their supervised days in school to a more independent life. These students attend six Lincoln-Way
school districts and the Lincoln-Way Area Special
Education Cooperative, and the Transition House
classroom is part of their education.
Part of that transition involves transportation. Everyone has to have a way to go from place to place.
Although some of the students drive, others don’t.
Will County’s Will-Ride program is a great way for
all of them to travel.

pensively from the Transition House at 310 Colorado
Avenue in Frankfort to many different locations.
George Tolsky, a member of the Frankfort Township staff, recently explained Will-Ride to the students.
“This has been a very good service to utilize, and
George has made it very smooth for us,” said Scott
Stacel, one of the teachers at the Transition House.
For more information about Will-Ride, call Mobility Manager Wendie Garlich at (815) 774-6346.

Will-Ride is a public bus service that operates on
weekdays within the borders of the seven townships
of Eastern Will County. Frankfort Township participates in the program, so the students can travel inexFRANKFORT TOWNSHIP’S TURKEY DAY

tion, picking up their turkeys, bags of ingredients for
special side dishes, desserts and other items to fill
their cupboards.
The Food Pantry will have a similar distribution
before Christmas, and Food Pantry Director Jodi Gallagher-Dilling is seeking donations of $10 gift cards
to stores such as Target, Meijer and Walmart. The
cards will be given to the children of Food Pantry
clients so they can choose something for Christmas.

.

On Nov. 17, the Frankfort Township Food Pantry
gave turkeys to 200 of its clients so they could make
a Thanksgiving feast.
It was a very busy day.
The Pantry’s staff and volunteers had worked hard
to organize the distribution, and the clients were able
to grab a shopping cart and walk from station to sta-

“We try to give
to all our families
who have children,” GallagherDilling said. To
donate, call (815)
806-2761.
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SCOUTS FILL THE FRANKFORT TOWNSHIP FOOD PANTRY

“They supply us with food that lasts until June,”
said Pauline Deuran of Mokena, one of the Pantry’s
volunteers.
After the Scouts make the donation, the Food Pantry volunteers go to work. They check each can, box
and bag for its expiration date, then everything is
sorted. Boxes of cereal are neatly arranged in one
area, cans of soup in another.
At the beginning of November, Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts from all over Frankfort Township worked
together on an annual Food Drive.
When they finished, the Scouts made an important
donation of nonperishable food to the Frankfort
Township Food Pantry.
“We are very grateful that they chose us. The
Scouts pick certain organizations for donations,” said
Jodi Gallagher-Dilling, Director of the Food Pantry.
And it’s a large gift. They brought boxes and
boxes of food to stock the Pantry’s shelves.

Morgan Samanic, 17, of Mokena is a junior at Lincoln-Way East High School, and she volunteered to
help organize the Scouts’ donation. Her hours of
work were applied to her community service requirements at school. She spent much of the day moving
food from one place to another, reading the labels
carefully as part of the process.
“There is a lot of corn and green beans,” Samanic
said, smiling.
The Scouts brought more food this year than they
did in 2013, said Mike Hilton, a Pantry staff member.
“We had 15 percent more food — 19 pallets more
than last year,” he added.
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THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CARE ABOUT KIDS

This year, the local members doubled their donation, giving 48 new coats to the Food Pantry in midNovember. The outerwear will be distributed to the
children of Food Pantry clients.
The national group began the initiative in 2009 as a
way to help children across the country who lived in
cold climates. They knew some families struggled to
provide warm clothing for their little ones.

The Knights of Columbus want to wallop winter.
Kids shouldn’t shiver in a polar vortex, they say.
So they joined forces with the Frankfort Township Food Pantry to provide local children with a
warm coat to wear during the coldest months.
For the second year in a row, the St. Mary Knights
of Columbus Council 6993 bought and donated coats
to the Pantry.

The local group became involved in 2013. On a
raw day last winter, Joe Kral Sr. of Frankfort, a director of the St. Mary Knights, visited the Pantry and
noticed a woman who was there to pick up groceries.
Despite the weather, she wasn’t wearing a coat. So he
asked Gallagher-Dilling about the situation. “I told
him there are a lot of people that come in without a
coat, hat or gloves. They can’t afford them,” Gallagher-Dilling said. “They have to spend their money
on food and to pay their bills.”

.

The project is part of the Order’s annual Coats for
Kids program. The local Knights have an ongoing
commitment to help the Food Pantry and donate to it
monthly. “They support us continuously,” said Jodi
Gallagher-Dilling, Director of the Food Pantry.

On the day they delivered the coats to the Pantry,
Kral and Dan Michalak of New Lenox, the Order’s
Financial Secretary, neatly organized them, attaching
an explanatory tag to each one.
“We enjoy doing this for the public. That is why
we are the Knights of Columbus,” Michalak said.

Frankfort Township Offices 11000 W. Lincoln Highway Frankfort, IL 60423
(815) 469-4907 www.frankforttownship.com

PAGE 6

DECEMBER 2014

THE EVENT CENTRE IS READY FOR YOUR RESERVATION

Have you heard about Frankfort Township’s Event
Centre?
The elegant and distinctive two-level facility recently opened and is located at 20701 Landings
Pointe, Frankfort.
With its comfortable rooms and stunning outdoor
areas, the Event Centre is the perfect place for your
next get-together. It’s great for all kinds of parties —
a birthday or anniversary celebration, perhaps a baby
or wedding shower.
And it’s the ideal spot for your next business meeting or gathering. The Event Centre is easy to find.
The location is just off La Grange Road and north of

U.S. 30. The banquet rooms are simply beautiful, and
they’re the perfect size too. Great for intimate parties
of 25, yet big enough to accommodate as many as
250 people.
The outdoor views are gorgeous. There’s stately
landscaping, and the Centre overlooks a lush wetland
area and large stand of trees.
Cocktails, appetizers, individually plated meals:
The Event Centre can handle it all.
For more information, visit frankforttownship.com or call (815) 469-4907 for a full list of caterers, room sizes and pricing or to arrange a tour of
the Event Centre.
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