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T R A I L S
Connecting Communities: Frankfort, Frankfort Township, Frankfort Square, Mokena, Orland Park and Tinley Park

Jim Moustis, Frankfort Township Supervisor
The Old Town Hall has a new life.
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VOLUNTEERS: A GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY

Tom and Toni Sommers of Frankfort are a team.

needs to be done around the building.

And they like to keep busy.

That includes playing Santa and Mrs. Claus at
Christmastime. The Township has a yearly lunch for
children featuring a visit from the Jolly Old Elf. Just
before the party last year, the original Santa had to
bow out. Tom quickly agreed to step in and play the
part, Toni at his
side.

So when she retired late last year after a 31-year
career in retail, the Frankfort couple knew it was time
to find something more to do.
“We feel we are fortunate to have a house that we
can afford, and we can pay our bills,” Toni said. “We
felt that there would be some people out there that we
could help.” So they decided to volunteer at Frankfort Township.
They are just two of the wonderful local volunteers who give their time to the township every week.
Now they come there at least three days a week
to work in the food pantry and do anything else that

“They did a phenomenal job,” said
Jodi
GallagherDilling, the Director
of Senior Activities
and the Food Pantry
Coordinator.

BOOT SCOOT AT THE COUNTRY HOEDOWN

Grab your boots. Get your cowboy hat.
Now let’s hear your best rebel yell.
It’s time for Frankfort Township’s first-ever
Country Hoedown. The party will be at 5 p.m. June
25 at CD & ME, 22320 S. LaGrange Road, Frankfort.

Tickets are $20 per person. And if you’d rather not
drive, a bus will be taking people to the party for $4 a
person.
Johnny Gray will be there to entertain, singing all
your favorites.
“He has a real country charm,” said Jodi Gallagher
-Dilling, the Senior Activities Director.
An instructor will be offering free line dancing
lessons after 7:30 p.m.
Dinner will definitely be delicious. Inglenook Catering will be grilling chicken, hot dogs and hamburgers, serving them with all your favorite fixings and
side dishes.

Photo provided by dekalbcountyonline.com

For more information, call (815) 806-2766.
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POST OFFICE FOOD DRIVE BEN EFIT S TOWNSHIP PANTRY

“The volunteers are just wonderful,” GallagherDilling said. “I can’t thank them enough. “They are
doing such a great job.”
Some volunteers brought their families and
worked as a team. The mother-and-daughter team of
Kimberly and Jessica Tucker, both from Frankfort,
concentrated on the Connecticut Hills neighborhood.
To help the carriers, they went from one house to the
next and picked up donations that had been left by
More than 22,000 pounds of non-perishable food
was collected on May 10 by the U.S. Post Office’s
mail carriers from customers and brought to the
Frankfort Township Food Pantry.

mail boxes or front doors.
“We have two pickup trucks filled!” Jessica said.

“It’s wonderful. I’m very thankful to the post office , the mail carriers and all the people who donated,” said Jodi Gallagher-Dilling, the pantry’s coordinator.
When the mail trucks began arriving on Saturday
morning, a large group of volunteers unloaded the
bags, boxes and cans and began carefully sorting the
donations.
Inside the Township’s Community Room, the volunteers had organized separate areas for different
items. Cans of soup were grouped on one table, and
boxes of cereal were stacked on another.
Some of the hardest workers were boys such as
Joshua Schuman, a 10-year-old fourth grader from
Peotone.
“I’ve probably moved 100 pounds of food,” he
said, stopping to take a quick break.
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F A M I LY F U N AT P E T S P R I N G F L I N G

Judy and Bill Staton of Frankfort always have had
collies.
“We started when the kids were small. They’re
good with children,” Judy said. And like any other
doting dog owner, they like to take their dog out and
about. So on May 17, the Statons brought Bandit,
their 4-year-old white collie, to Frankfort Township’s
third Family and Pet Spring Fling.

On the other side of the animal control building,
little Emberlyn Soukal of Tinley Park was holding her
grandmother Diane McKeough’s sable poodle, Bella.

Emberlyn carried the dog around the room like a doll,
showing her off. Bella loved every minute of it.
“We love animals, that is why we are here,” said
LaVerne Ramirez of Frankfort, McKeough’s cousin.
“There are a lot of nice people here,” said McKeough, who also lives in Frankfort.
As people stopped to admire the beautiful, wellbehaved dog with the long fluffy fur, Bill put him
through his paces. “Sit. Now you have to give me

Township Clerk Nella Piccolin and her husband E.
J. Dal Bello brought their dog, Bosco. “This is a great
event,” Piccolin said, urging Bandit to sit.

your paw. Now the other one,” Bill said as Bandit
shook hands with him.
That’s what the annual township event is all about:
pets and their people. And it’s a great way to get
know the Township’s Animal Control Officer Karen
Zobjeck, the organizer of the event. On that Saturday
in May, she greeted the guests, passed out the raffle
prizes and explained the Township’s services.
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