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T R A I L S
Connecting Communities: Frankfort, Frankfort Township, Frankfort Square, Mokena, Orland Park and Tinley Park

Jim Moustis, Frankfort Township Supervisor
Happy New Year.
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Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
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your home no matter how cold it is.
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VOLUNTEERS: A GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY

When Maria Polanco moved from Calumet City to
Frankfort Square years ago, her son had some advice.
Find a place to volunteer, he said.
So she came to Frankfort Township and offered
her services. It was an excellent idea, Polanco said.
After all, she didn’t know anyone at the time. Now
she has plenty of friends, many of them people who
she met while at the Township volunteering.
“I like to be with people,” said Polanco, 79. “I
have met a lot of people there, and I am pretty involved with them. Everyone is so nice.”
Polanco is just one of the many volunteers who
unselfishly offer their time to the Township, day after
day, week after week.

On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, Polanco
works in the Building’s kitchen, helping with Will
County Senior Services’ Meals on Wheels program, a
service that provides nutritious meals to homebound
people who are 60 years of age or older.
But she helps in many other ways, too. “Whenever
I need her, she’ll come and help me with the seniors
or the food
drives,”
said
Jodi GallagherDi l li n g,
the
Township’s Director of Senior
Activities
and
the Food Pantry.

SANTA CLAUS VISITS FRANKFORT TOWNSHIP

No matter how
busy he is, the Jolly
Old Elf always stops
by Frankfort Township just before the
big day.

Then everyone gathered near the Christmas tree to
sing “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” At the end of

And this Christmas was no exception. On December
13, he arrived at the Event Centre at the end of
Santa’s Winter Carnival, the Township’s annual holiday luncheon for children and their families.

actly what they wanted for Christmas — after all,
what if he forgot before December 25 arrived?

the last verse, Santa appeared.
He spent time with all of the children, listening
thoughtfully as they whispered their holiday wishes.
Santa urged the boys and girls to tell their parents ex-

There was so much to do that afternoon before
Santa arrived. The Event Centre was decorated just
like the Big Top, and everyone was dressed in their
best. There were fun games to play, a festive hot dog
lunch, special treats to sample and face painting.
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VOLUNTEERS: A GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY

Frankfort Township would like to thank all of the volunteers that have so generously given
their time to volunteer at the Frankfort Township Food Pantry and many other Frankfort
Township programs throughout the year.
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ASH TREE UPDATE: MORE DISEASED SPECIMENS REMOVED

The trees had been infected by the Emerald Ash
Borer, the bright green Asian beetle that feeds on
them, killing the Ash trees in the process.
The problem first emerged about eight years ago,
Carlson said. Since then, the Highway Department
has been removing the dead and dying trees as a
safety measure. One good gust of wind and an infected Ash can easily fall, perhaps damaging property
or injuring someone in the process.
In the last weeks of 2014, workers from the Frankfort Township Highway Department cut down the
final group of diseased and dying Ash trees from the
community’s parkways.
The trees were removed from neighborhoods in
Frankfort Square that are south of North Avenue and
east of Frankfort Square Road, said Bill Carlson, the
Township’s Highway Commissioner. Now much of
the current Ash tree removal project has been completed. “Those are all the trees that must be removed
at this point,” he said. “They had to come down before another winter of heavy snow and winds.”

In the months since the end of 2011, the first year
of tree removal, more than 2,000 infected trees have
been cut down. Although some communities have
decided to treat their Ash trees, that is not a cure for
the problem, Carlson said. It’s merely an expensive
way to postpone the inevitable removal of the tree.
Nothing will permanently stop the Emerald Ash
Borer once it invades.
But there is good news. The Highway Department
has already planted more than 900 new trees throughout Frankfort Township. Several different species
were added, including Maples, Locusts, Lindens and
Elms. And in 2015, more will be planted, Carlson
said.
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GIRL SCOUTS’ GIVING

This Christmas, the Girl Scouts of Troup 70475
made a real difference in the lives of many local children.
The 11 girls, all of them residents of the Summit
Hill area, decided to collect toys and donate them to
the Frankfort Township Food Pantry.

party, an annual event for local Scouts, each girl came
with a toy to offer as a donation. Then a group of
Scouts brought the gifts to the Township. Volunteers
then offered them to Food Pantry clients on the day of
the Christmas turkey distribution. “I know that they
felt good to be able to help someone else,” Allen said.

In the past, the Scouts have given toys to children
who are being treated in Chicago’s hospitals during
the holidays. But they wanted to stay closer to home
this year, said Camille Allen of Frankfort Square,
their Troop Leader.
“The girls got to thinking, why not keep it local?
We have kids in the area who are in need as well,”
Allen explained.
So when they had their holiday pajama dance
A CHRISTMAS FEAST, COURTESY OF FRANKFORT TOWNSHIP

The Frankfort Township Food Pantry wants to
make sure that its clients are able to celebrate just like
everyone else. On December 15, the Pantry distributed 100 turkeys to needy families who live in the
Township.

.

Christmas is a time of celebration, a season to
spend with good friends while enjoying delicious
food.
But some people have trouble feeding their families on a daily basis. For them, a holiday feast can be
out of the question.

But they didn’t just get birds. Each client also
picked up the ingredients for traditional side dishes,
potatoes, rolls and other groceries, including a choice
of desserts. A group of Township volunteers helped
with the distribution and offered a hand as the clients
loaded everything in their cars.
If the clients had children, they were able to pick a
toy from a pile of presents donated by the Girl Scouts
of Troup 70475. That made people happy. “They all
had a relieved look as if that solved one of their problems,” said Mike Hilton, a Pantry employee.
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EXERCISE IS GOOD FOR ALL — EVEN PETS

There are plenty of ways to get the job done.
Throw a toy around for your dog or cat, perhaps going to the basement if you need more room. If it’s too
cold to walk your dog outside, head for one of the
many stores such as PetSmart and Alsip Home and
Nursery that allow animals inside. “Let your dog pick
out a new toy,” Zobjeck suggested.

In the wintertime, it’s so tempting to simply curl
up on the couch and forget about an exercise routine.
It’s much more fun to snuggle under a warm blanket.
But hibernating isn’t good for you or your pet,
said Frankfort Township Animal Control Officer
Karen Zobjeck. “We all need physical exercise and

If you have a treadmill, that can be a great way for
both of you to exercise, Zobjeck said. Believe it or
not, dogs quickly learn how to walk on the machine.
To demonstrate, Zobjeck leashed Izzy and led her to a
treadmill. Although the dog never had walked on one
before, she quickly got the idea and really seemed to
enjoy the workout.

.

“Both of you are burning calories,” Zobjeck said,
adjusting the controls.
When you brave the weather and walk outside,
always remember to wipe the salt from your dog’s
mental stimulation,” she said. Dogs and cats — even
smaller animals such as hamsters and mice — need to
get up and move around. The littlest guys can use an
exercise wheel in their cages, she suggested. Everyone else needs to find time to get off the furniture and
add some real exercise to each day.

paws when you return home. It can irritate your pet’s
tender feet, she said. Consider buying a set of booties
to shield the paws too. A warm sweater or coat also
will help protect your dog in the cold weather.
“Then both of you can stay outside longer,” she
said.
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THE EVENT CEN TRE: PERFECT FOR AN Y PART Y

Frankfort Township’s Event Centre is waiting for
your reservation.
The elegant and distinctive two-level facility is
brand new and is located at 20701 Landings Pointe,
Frankfort.
With its comfortable rooms and stunning outdoor
areas, the Event Centre is the perfect place for your
next get-together. It’s ideal for any kind of celebration: a birthday or anniversary party, perhaps a baby
or wedding shower. It’s also the ideal spot for your
next business meeting or gathering because the Event
Centre is so easy to find. The location is just off La
Grange Road and north of U.S. 30. The banquet

rooms are simply beautiful, and they’re the perfect
size too. Great for intimate parties of 25, yet big
enough to accommodate as many as 250 people.
The outdoor views are gorgeous. There’s stately
landscaping, and the Centre overlooks a lush wetland
area and a large stand of trees.
Cocktails, appetizers, individually plated meals —
everything tastes great at the Event Centre.
For more information, visit frankforttownship.com or call (815) 469-4907 for a full list of caterers, room sizes and pricing or to arrange a personal
tour of the Event Centre.
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